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International Symposium
Regional Integration and Historical Reconciliation — The Role of Subnational Actors
in Europe and Northeast Asia

Date and time: June 30, 2007, 12:30 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Place: Goethe-Institut Japan, 7-5-56 Akasaka, Minato-ku. Tokyo 107- 0052
Co-organized by: -- Friedrich Ebert Foundation, Tokyo Office (FES)

-- International Center for the Study of Historical Reconciliation
at Tokyo Keizai University (TKU)
-- Goethe-Institut Japan in Tokyo

In recent months, historical issues have cast a shadow once more on Japan’s foreign relations.
Visiting the United States, the Japanese prime minister was called on to clanify his country’s
position on the “comfort women,” the thousands of mostly Asian women recruited to provide
sexual services in wartime. At the same time, however, Japanese and Korean local leaders have
been making preparations to celebrate the 400™ anniversary of the arrival in Japan of the first
of 12 Korean royal embassies. The events include festivals recalling a long period of good
relations between the two countries.

Although Europe suffers less from a negative past, there too links between local governments
have helped greatly to overcome the weight of history. According to popular thinking,
reconciliation in Europe was achieved thanks to the work of visionary leaders such as Willy
Brandt, whose kneeling figure in Warsaw is etched into the collective memory of a generation
of Europeans. Lately, however, historians have begun to give credit to the less visible day-to-
day transnational activities of so-called subnational actors, local govemments and
organizations that cooperate with them.

Building on last year’s FES/TKU symposium on the role of NGOs in the history debates of
Europe and Northeast Asia, this year’s event will home in on the work of subnational entities,
which function between civil society and the state, in an area described by keynote speaker
Ulrich Krotz as the “parapublic sphere.”

The goal of the symposium will be to look for best practices in Northeast Asia and Europe with
a view to promoting practical solutions suited to each region. Franco-German relations are
greatly enhanced by 2,200 sister-city ties; in the case of Japan and South Korea the number of
such links stands at 115. What accounts for this difference? What is the status of subnational
links between Japan and its neighbors? What programs at the subnational level are the most
effective in promoting broad-based ties? It is hoped that delving into contrasting international
activities at the subnational level might lead to new thinking in historical reconciliation, an area
that continues to pose challenges to the governments and peoples of Northeast Asia.
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12:00 - 12:30
12:30-13:00
13:00 - 14:45
14:45 -15:15
15:15-17:00
17:00

Program
Registration
Opening and Greetings

BANDO Mariko, President Showa Women's University, Former
Vice-Govemnor Saitama Prefecture

Markus WERNHARD, Deputy Director and Head of Arts, Goethe-
Institut Tokyo

Andrew HORVAT, Visiting Professor, Tokyo Keizai University
Harald CONRAD, Japan Representative, Friedrich Ebert Foundation

Panel 1: The Parapublic Underpinnings of Historical
Reconciliation

Keynote Speech

Ties That Bind? The Parapublic Underpinnings of Franco-German
Relations as Construction of International Value
Ulrich KROTZ, Assistant Professor, Brown University

Panelists:

MENIJU Toshihiro, Chief Program Officer, Japan Center for
International Exchange

KONDO Motohiro, Professor, Graduate School of Public Policy,
Nihon University

Coffee Break

Panel 2: Dynamism and Opportunities of Japanese-Korean
Exchange at the Community Level

Presentation

MATSUBARA Kazuyuki, President, Taishuu Shipping Company
(Tsushima) & Chair of “Enchiren,” (an organization of Japanese
towns with historical ties to royal missions from Korea)

Panelists:

KATAYAMA Yoshihiro, Professor, Keio University, Former
Govemor of Tottori Prefecture

KIM Eun-Young, Intemational Affairs Editor, Pusan Ilbo
Newspaper

Buffet Reception
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