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The aim of the international activities of the Friedrich- 
Ebert-Stiftung (FES) is to promote democracy and develop-
ment, to contribute to peace and security, to work to 
make globalization socially equitable, and to support the 
continued development of the European Union. 

Through its projects in over 120 countries, the FES supports 
building and strengthening civil society and public institu-
tions. Central to its work are the promotion of democracy 
and social justice, economic and social development, strong 
and free trade unions, and the advocacy of human rights 
and gender equality.

In recent years, the FES has placed increased emphasis  
on global and regional issues. Special attention has been 
given to the process of European integration, European 
Neighborhood Policy, the continued development of the 
transatlantic relationship, and strengthening the system  
of global governance. Worldwide, the FES supports  
regional cooperative efforts on security issues, ecological 
sustainability, and social progress.

Through its worldwide network of offices and partners, 
the FES organizes debates and discussions on current  
political and social problems and challenges. Its partners 
include political parties, trade unions, NGOs, think tanks, 
universities, and state institutions.

inTeRnaTional cooPeRaTion

The goals that guide the political education work of the 
FES are to enable and encourage citizens to participate in 
civil society, the labor movement, and to actively engage 
in the political process.

The FES offers a wide variety of programs, which aim  
to inform, qualify, and engage participants. In these  
programs the FES promotes and enables citizens to  
make sound and educated political decisions thereby 
strengthening Social Democracy.

Through its regional discussion forums, workshops, and 
public dialogues between politicians and civil society,  
the FES allows citizens to participate more actively and  
effectively in democratic processes, contributing to the  
design of social change.

Its network of education offices and academies through-
out Germany, special projects, and conference centres in 
Bonn and Berlin, offer diverse and wide-ranging programs 
which are also made available online.

PoliTical eDucaTion

Equal access to education is one of the central goals  
of the FES. Since it was established, the Stiftung has  
provided scholarships, which today support 2,650 under-
graduate, graduate, and PhD students, both German  
and foreign, per year. The scholarship program targets 
gifted young people whose civic engagements embody 
the shared values of Social Democracy. The program pays 
special attention to talented students from immigrant 
backgrounds, students from low-income households,  
and students who represent the first generation in their  
family to attend college. Scholarship recipients benefit 
from financial support, the worldwide FES network, and 
through access to seminars, workshops, and mentoring.

The Archive of Social Democracy and the library preserve 
the printed and unprinted memory of Social Democracy, 
the trade unions, and their key figures. The library is one 
of the largest academic specialty libraries in the world, 
with its collection of historic and contemporary documen-
tation of the German and international labor and social 
movements. Many publications of the FES are available 
via the digital library. The archive cares for one of the 
largest collections of unpublished material on Social  
Democracy and trade unions in Germany and Europe, 
mainly after 1945. The material is researchable through 
the digital archive. 

Through its events and publications, the archive fosters
political discourse to raise awareness on both the historic
and contemporary significance of Social Democracy and
the trade union movement.

The scholaRshiP PRogRam oF 
The FRieDRich-ebeRT-sTiFTung

aRchive anD libRaRy

inTeRnaTional cooPeRaTion  
is FaR Too imPoRTanT To be  
leFT To goveRnmenTs alone. 
Willy Brandt

A functioning democracy requires the support of an  
enlightened public sphere, and sustainable political con-
cepts. Through analysis of key issues and challenges, the 
FES contributes to a sound foundation for public discus-
sion in Germany and throughout the world. The FES also 
provides policy advice to politicians and trade unions  
as they work to find viable policy solutions. In so doing 
the ideals and the values of Social Democracy – freedom, 
justice and solidarity – remain our primary concern.

Through discussions with experts, workshops and con-
ferences at the regional, national, continental and global 
level, the FES brings together key figures from politics, 
trade unions, academia, business, and civil society in order 
to promote in depth discussion on today’s political issues. 
The policy consulting of the FES—at the interface between 
academia and political practice—enables political actors  
to make informed and competent decisions. 

The analysis of FES experts and scholars, as well as those 
commissioned by the FES, are in high demand; these  
ana lyses are published in a number of series. They form 
part of the activities to enhance understanding of the 
global policy agenda and support public debate on future 
policy directions.

These publications are available online and are discussed 
at events.

Policy consulTing

wiThouT DemocRacy TheRe can be no FRee-
Dom ... To PRoTecT DemocRacy, To ResToRe 
iT wheRe iT is unDeR aTTack, This is The DuTy 
oF all Those who love FReeDom.
Friedrich Ebert

     Sites of the education 
offices and academies

     Headquarters in Berlin 
and Bonn

hisToRy

The Social Democrat Friedrich Ebert, the first  
democratically elected president of the first  
German Republic, dies on February 28th at the  
age of 54.

On March 2nd the Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung (FES)  
is founded. Its purpose is, in the spirit of Friedrich  
Ebert, to further the political education of all  
Germans, regardless of their class, toward democ-
racy, to support financially talented young students, 
and to promote a better understanding between 
Germany and other countries.

Prohibited by the National Socialists.

The FES is refounded.

The FES’s first adult political education center  
with boarding facilities is opened.

The development cooperation program is launched, 
financed by the Federal Ministry for Economic  
Cooperation and Development.

The Archive of Social Democracy and the  
FES Library are opened in Bonn.

FES offices in the new German states and in  
the states of Middle and Eastern Europe are  
established.

A new conference center is opened in Berlin.

The Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung—the first political 
foundation in Germany— is a private, non-profit 
cultural institution committed to the ideals and 
values of Social Democracy.
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